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CORONAVIRUS — ANTI-VACCINATION CAMPAIGN 
Grievance 

MS C.M. COLLINS (Hillarys) [9.44 am]: I rise to grieve to the Minister for Health regarding the dissemination 
of anti-vaccine propaganda materials by certain organisations. I thank the minister for taking this grievance. Recently, 
I have been contacted by a number of Hillarys residents regarding junk mail that they have been receiving. I, too, 
have received the same material in my letterbox. I note the member for Darling Range has said the same. I am sure 
all members of this house have received unwanted spam and junk mail over the years despite investing in those 
little signs that say we do not wish to receive such mail. However, the complaints that I have been receiving recently 
from constituents regarding unwanted junk mail refer to a particular and rather more insidious variety that I feel is 
worth noting today. The sole purpose of these mail items is to spread fear, misinformation and distrust about the 
efficacy of all COVID-19 vaccines. It therefore actively undermines and harms our state’s public health response. 
Yesterday, the government announced there would be mandatory vaccination for several sectors of our workforce. 
This is obviously because of the nature of certain jobs, or the workplace environment has been identified as putting 
vulnerable Australians at an unacceptable amount of risk if they come into contact with the virus. To work in these 
industries, people simply have to get vaccinated. Some of the more lurid claims made in this particular brochure 
from the No Mandatory Vaccination Party is that Western Australians will be taken from their homes, restrained 
by police, stripped naked, then forcibly administered the vaccine. They make an unsubstantiated claim that the 
Public Health Act 2016 will allow these things to happen. It is a very creative reading of the law and it is a provocative 
claim that is purposefully designed to create fear and mistrust. 
The No Mandatory Vaccination Party has been putting this material in residents’ mailboxes to try to fuel an 
anti-government and anti-science narrative. I do not believe that the primary motivation for individuals to spread 
this sort of material is, as claimed on this document, out of a belief for personal freedoms; nor is it an expression 
of so-called contrarian evidence–based medical research. Like so many other marketing exercises perpetrated on 
the unwary, it is obvious that the primary purpose of this type of material is to scam, grift and steal money under 
false pretences from members of the public. These sorts of grifts go on all the time, but they are far more dangerous 
when they aim to prey on and stoke the very real fears and insecurities caused by the COVID-19 pandemic over the 
last 20 months or so, particularly so when they aim to achieve this by undermining the policies of health authorities 
and government in the quest to protect the safety of our electorates. 
The No Mandatory Vaccination Party makes a special effort to tell residents that the best way to protect themselves 
from these “Fascist-like vaccinations” is simply to donate to its bank account. That is not a particularly sophisticated 
marketing message but one that seems to work in the less-questioning sections of our society. I have to add that 
this party managed to secure less than two per cent of the vote in this year’s state election, so any claims that it is 
a grassroots populist party of the people is way off the mark. Its members are simply opportunists looking to 
hoodwink the vulnerable and fuel a get-rich-quick scheme under the guise of civil liberty and personal freedom. It 
is the paper version of some of the infamous spam emails promising a life-changing outcome if you just hand over 
your bank details, only in these cases, it literally could change the lives of any who swallow this junk science. 
This so-called party is certainly not alone in preying on the unwary. It is not a coincidence that these flyers arrived 
at exactly the same time as this flyer from a group named Doctors for the Truth, which is itself a front for the 
Reignite Democracy Australia group. This junk mail is even worse because it spreads a truly horrid message that 
COVID-19 is not really that dangerous. So-called doctors are involved in disseminating this disinformation, and it gives 
air to some sort of scientific credence to the many blatant untruths and deliberate and highly selective misinterpretations 
of actual fact contained in these pamphlets. The general thrust of these pseudoscience arguments is to try to convince 
members of the public who are aged under 70 or so with no underlying medical conditions that it is okay to let the disease 
floodgates open and sacrifice our senior citizens and our immunocompromised Western Australians in order to 
achieve so-called herd immunity. The pamphlet goes on to make the more bizarre claim that the world is currently in 
the midst of an enormous experiment somehow run by a global cabal and the safest option is to choose not to be a part 
of it. The pamphlet also trumpets the alleged health benefits of ivermectin, a substance used to deworm livestock. 
This group is ultimately determined to undermine all the science-based evidence of our government and researchers. 
The government will no doubt receive some pushback over the announcement yesterday, and I therefore ask the 
health minister: What action is being taken to counter this extremist fringe element? What is the state government 
doing to ensure people have access to full and honest facts as a means to counter this anti-vaxxer fringe propaganda? 
MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [9.51 am]: I thank the member for this grievance. It is an 
important contribution to get on record just how insidious some of the influences in our community are that try to 
dissuade people from the important and lifesaving impact of COVID-19 vaccines. 
To 15 October 2021, there have been over 239 million confirmed cases of COVID-19 worldwide and over 
4.8 million deaths. If people do not believe that COVID-19 is dangerous, they only need to look at what is happening 
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overseas. They are the deaths that we are aware of that have been attributed to COVID-19. They do not include the 
potentially millions of other people in underdeveloped countries that do not have the medical system that can make 
those determinations, yet those lives have been lost as well. We have already seen on the east coast many thousands 
of cases. In New South Wales alone, there have been over 60 000 cases of COVID-19 and almost 500 deaths from 
COVID-19. These are numbers that should alarm and distress everyone in the community. It is a wake-up call about 
how we need to take advantage of the vaccine and make sure we can protect ourselves, because that is the fate that 
awaits us if we do not take the steps now. I commend the member for bringing to the house’s attention this insidious 
misinformation brought on by people for a range of motivations. The member said that some of these go hand-in-hand 
with financial scams as well. They are simply people who are out there to misinform the public for their own warped 
and bizarre ideas about this vaccine. 
There have been over 6.5 billion doses of vaccines around the world. Although they produce transitory, mostly 
mild, side effects, we know that they are effective and safe. It is so important that people take the opportunity to 
get themselves vaccinated to protect themselves, their families and their communities. The government is working 
hard to try to overcome some of this misinformation. The member alluded to some vulnerable population cohorts, 
and she was absolutely correct. In communities where English is potentially not the first language and in communities 
where there is a strong religious influence, we can see this misinformation take hold, which leads to significant 
vaccine hesitancy. We really must do everything we can to combat it, and we are. We are working hard to make sure 
that we overcome these things. The Premier and I recently met with members of the culturally and linguistically 
diverse community, and the Chief Health Officer and the Vaccine Commander have also met with leaders of these 
communities to make sure that we can work with their leaders to overcome this misinformation. 
As a result of these meetings, we have now done a range of initiatives and produced a range of resources and materials 
as part of the Roll up for WA campaign. It includes a video on how to book a COVID-19 vaccination appointment, 
and that is in a range of different languages so people can get the information they need to navigate the vaccine clinics. 
These languages include Arabic, Farsi, Hakha Chin, Hindi, Indonesian, Italian, Karen, simplified Chinese, Swahili 
and Vietnamese. The videos can be accessed on both the WA government and the Roll up for WA websites. Dr Karl 
and other health leaders have provided videos answering frequently asked questions about COVID-19 and those, too, 
have been translated. The Vaccine Commander is having pop-up clinics, particularly in community centres, where 
leaders can lead their communities and take community members in personally while we have interpreters there to 
make sure that we support them. Additionally, we are doing a lot of work in our Aboriginal communities to make 
sure that the leaders of those communities have the information they need to equally lead and inform their communities 
to overcome a lot of the misinformation being brought in, mostly by evangelical churches from North America utilising 
social media and we know of some evangelical churches locally that have had their say in this as well. Some of these 
communities are, quite frankly, very difficult to impact, but we are now having some success by utilising Aboriginal 
health workers who have long and trusted relationships with these communities and can work with leaders and elders 
to make sure that people can get the information they need so we can promote and get the vaccine out there. 
I have just now received a text from my electorate office with a photo of some volunteers in my office doing 
a mail-out today to members of the Kwinana community urging them to get themselves vaccinated and providing 
some extra information, so a big shout-out to John Crouch, Norm Harding and the other person—who is a bit blurred, 
so I cannot make them out in the photo—helping us out and doing that. 
I will spend the last 20 seconds urging all members of Parliament to use their social media, their postage allowance 
and their influence in the community to do everything they can to urge everyone in the community to roll up for WA 
and get themselves vaccinated, because we are all in this together. 
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